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Literature Review 

Several comparative studies have been carried out in the recent past, these 

range from comparing various national dailies to regional paper to even content 

being broadcasted on the internet.  

There are wide numbers of researches conducted using the comparative 

study method however, my subject of study does not have to its credit any 

researches, its a new topic and various news pieces published have been used to 

review literature.  

Theses news pieces have enhanced my knowledge on the subject and 

equipped me with the necessary information on the Indian Army Day to carry on 

my research as smoothly as possible. These pieces have given me an overview 

behind the history as well as the significance of the Indian Army Day.  

The recently published article of CNBCTV.18 was a crisp insight into 

several details of the glorious past of the Indian Army Day and how it came to be 

celebrated every year after General KM Cariappa was elevated to the position of 

Commander in Chief of the Indian Army and the army received its first Indian 

chief.  
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Another article published on the website of The Financial Express, put to 

forefront the news of the parade being held in Bengaluru, Karnataka. The Army 

Day parade has been taking place at the National Capital - New Delhi since its 

commencement. The celebrations also happen at all the commands through out 

India. This year marked a change to this long borne custom of the parade taking 

place at the Parade Ground, Delhi Cantt. 

According to reports in the Bangalore Mirror, the parade this year was 

hosted at Bangalore, keeping in tune with the decision of holding such events of 

national importance outside the National Capital to give the celebrations a wider 

visibility as well as engage in more participation from citizens. 

The Deccan Herald added a new perspective to this, stating that the 

organisation of the parade at a southern state like Karnataka pays homage to the 

fallen soldiers from down south. The parade can be seen as being organised in 

valour, sacrifice and people of the southern states for India, it can also been 

viewed as a tribute to Field Marshal K M Cariappa, who hails from Karnataka. 

This was also pointed out in a press release by the Indian Army.  

 

Research Methodology 

The research conducted by the paper involved a comparative study of 

various national newspapers in India. The study was conducted over a period of 

three days, i.e., 14th, 15th, and 16th January 2023. The newspapers were studied 

on these dates, and the publications were compared to those of the same dates, 

one year ago, i.e., 14th, 15th, and 16th January 2022. These dates were 

specifically chosen to coincide with the maximum coverage of the Army Day, 

which is celebrated on the 15th of January every year, as well as the days before 

and after the celebrations. 
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The primary objective of this research was to determine whether the 

newspapers provided sufficient coverage of the Army Day or not. It is essential 

to recognize that the Indian Army Day is a day that must instill a sense of 

patriotism in every Indian and motivate the youth to contribute their due share to 

the country. In doing so, the media, especially the newspapers, play a crucial role. 

Thus, this research aimed to explore whether or not the newspapers in India 

provided adequate coverage of this critical national event. 

The study collected quantitative data, which was primarily collected by me 

personally. The newspapers used for the study were sourced from the IIMC, Delhi 

Library, as well as the IIMC, Delhi Library Archives. The papers selected for the 

study were The Tribune, Hindustan Times, The Statesman, Times of India, The 

Deccan Herald, The Indian Express, and The Hindu. These newspapers were 

chosen as they have relatively more circulation than other papers, and hence they 

are consumed more by the youth and the population at large. 

The newspapers were analysed for a continuous period of three days, i.e., 

14th, 15th, and 16th January, and papers of the same dates but a year ago, i.e., 

2022, were picked out from the archives of the IIMC, New Delhi's library. The 

articles that covered the topic of Army Day were then noted down year-wise and 

segregated paper-wise through the help of a comparative table on Microsoft One 

Notes app. This data was then analysed and put into a better formatted 

understanding using bar graphs. 

Furthermore, the qualitative data was analysed to derive further conclusions 

towards the completion of the research. The research aimed to bring to light 

whether newspapers in India are fulfilling their responsibility to inform and 

educate the masses about national events such as Army Day. Through this 

research, the paper hopes to highlight the importance of unbiased and factual 

reporting and the need for newspapers to prioritise their duty towards the nation 

and its people. 
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Objectives of the study 

The Indian Army is one of the largest armies in the world and is ranked fifth 

in terms of active military personnel. It is a powerful force that commands respect 

and admiration from people all over the country. The Indian Army is known for 

its selfless service, courage, and unwavering dedication to the country. 

The Army Day celebration take place annually on January 15th and is an 

important event that honours the bravery and sacrifices of the Indian Army. It is 

an occasion to express gratitude to the soldiers who serve the country with honour 

and distinction. The celebration is marked by parades, wreath-laying ceremonies, 

and other events that pay tribute to the bravery of the soldiers. 

The Indian Army has played a vital role in safeguarding the country's 

sovereignty, maintaining peace and security, and providing relief during times of 

natural disasters. The soldiers have made numerous sacrifices to protect the 

country's interests, and their selflessness is a source of inspiration for all Indians. 

In this context, it is essential to examine how much media attention the Army 

Day celebration receives from the print media, specifically newspapers. Given 

that newspapers are widely read by the youth of the country, they play a crucial 

role in shaping their perspectives and attitudes towards the Indian Army. The 

space allotted in the newspapers over the three days of the Army Day celebration 

could be an indicator of how much importance the media gives to this event. 

Furthermore, the coverage of the Army Day celebration in newspapers could 

be used as an opportunity to instil feelings of patriotism in the youth. It could 

inspire them to learn more about the Indian Army's rich history and sacrifices and 

motivate them to contribute to the country's progress. 

Therefore, my interest in examining the media attention given to the Army 

Day celebration in newspapers is well-founded. It is essential to assess the amount 

of coverage given to this event, and it could provide insights into how the media 
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shapes public opinion towards the Indian Army. The results of the study could 

also have implications for how the Indian Army's role and sacrifices are portrayed 

in the media, and it could inform efforts to raise awareness and inspire patriotism 

among the youth of the country. 

Data Analysis 

The research conducted involved the collection and organization of data 

using a quantitative method, with an emphasis on systematic documentation and 

analysis. The use of Microsoft One Notes facilitated this process, allowing for a 

more streamlined approach to tabulating and organizing the data. To ensure 

maximum clarity and comprehension, graphs were created to visually represent 

the data. These graphical representations were found to be particularly effective 

in conveying the key findings of the study to the reader. 

Moreover, photographs of relevant articles were also captured and scanned 

for further documentation and analysis. These photos served as a useful reference 

for cross-referencing and comparison purposes. A selection of these photos has 

been included in the subsequent pages of the paper, providing the reader with a 

more in-depth understanding of the study and its findings. 

Overall, the quantitative analysis and documentation techniques employed 

in this study were found to be highly effective in providing a clear and 

comprehensive picture of the media coverage of Indian Army Day across a range 

of newspapers. 
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A comparative graph for all the newspapers studied and their 

coverage of the occasion in 2022 vis a vis 2023 
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A graphical representation of the advertorials and 

news coverage in the papers in year 2022 and 2023 
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An image of the stunts published in the Times Of India on 16th January 

2023. 

An article with just a mere reference of the Army Day Parade 

as seen on 15th Jan 2023 
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Advertisement in Indian Express, dated 15th Jan 2022 
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Advertisement with an Army Day theme featuring on page 17, of 

Indian Express, dated 15th Jan 2022 

Advertorial on page 6 of Indian Express, dated 15th 

Jan 2022 
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Another advertorial on page 7 of Indian Express, dated 

15th Jan 2022 
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Graphical representation percentage wise of the 

coverage in all the seven papers studied 
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Observations of the Study 

In my study on the coverage of Army Day in the print media, which spanned 

close to a period of 50 days, I made certain prominent observations. One of the 

most striking observations was the sheer reach and influence of the print media 

in the Indian society. The day of a common man starts with a cup of tea and a 

newspaper to go with it, and students are often seen glued to the paper in metro 

rides to keep themselves updated. It would not be an exaggeration to call the 

newspapers a staple in the Indian society. They are looked up to as a source of 

authenticity, and any information published in a paper is perceived to be true by 

the readers. 

Given this context, the onus lies on the newspapers and the print media 

industry to ensure absolute objectivity in their publications. It becomes their 

moral responsibility to ensure that all the important events in the nation are 

covered for the reader of their paper, keeping the essence of the event intact. The 

coverage of Army Day, which is an event of high national stature, was a must-

issue to be covered for all papers to pay their respect to the army, as well as to 

carry out their basic duty of keeping their readers informed on all important 

national events that have taken place recently. 

However, my analysis revealed that the coverage of Army Day was largely 

missing in major national dailies of India in recent years. For instance, The Hindu, 

which is a prominent national daily and widely read by aspirants of competitive 

exams, failed to bring even one story on the Army Day to its pages for two years 

in a row. There were no advertorials in The Hindu, unlike the ones that can be 

seen in papers like Times of India, Hindustan Times, Statesman, and The Indian 

Express. There were also no featured photographs from the Army Day in The 

Hindu paper, unlike the photo of the biking stunt from the event that features in 

the Times of India. 
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The Deccan Chronicle, a prominent paper in South India that usually covers 

events taking place down South, did not cover the Army Day parade at all, even 

though the parade was held in the southern city of Bengaluru. This decision to 

hold such events of national importance outside the National Capital was made 

to give the celebrations wider visibility as well as engage in more participation 

from citizens. However, the results of this decision seem questionable since one 

of the most prominent papers in Southern India, Deccan Chronicle, completely 

ignored the presence of the event in its papers. 

In papers like The Indian Express, several visuals of the symbols that can be 

attributed to the Army, such as the Brahmos Missile, a combat helmet, and an 

AK-47 gun, can be seen. However, all of these were featured in an advertorial 

and an advertisement. Nonetheless, The Indian Express still tops the coverage of 

the Army Day among all the other papers. 

Interestingly, The Tribune has increased its coverage of the Army Day by 

huge margin in 2023. The paper earlier had no coverage of the Parade; however, 

this year, it features 4 pieces on the Army Day parade. 

 

Conclusion 

The print media has been an important tool in shaping public opinion since 

the time of India's independence. Newspapers, being a staple in India, play a 

crucial role in creating awareness among the masses. However, the fact that 

prominent national papers have failed to cover a major national event like the 

Army Day raises questions about their relevance and their purpose of passing on 

the most important information of the contemporary time with unbiased and 

factual reporting. 

It is worth noting that papers like The Hindu, which are costlier than other 

papers and are also promoted among the most educated people, have failed to 
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cover an event so important for India. This calls into question the efficacy and 

integrity of such papers. If national papers that are widely circulated and 

consumed by a large number of people cannot cover important national events, 

then one may ask about their credibility and sense of responsibility towards the 

readers. 

The absence of coverage of the Army Day parade in prominent national 

dailies is rather shameful. The Indian Army, being the fifth largest in the world, 

is a mighty force to reckon with. Its soldiers display selfless service and sacrifice 

their lives to protect the country's peace. Such service must be a source of pride 

and inspiration for all Indians. 

It is a missed opportunity for national papers to instil feelings of patriotism 

in the youth of the country, especially since newspapers are widely circulated and 

consumed by them. The lack of coverage of such a prominent event by 

newspapers like Deccan Chronicle, which mostly cover events taking place down 

South, raises doubts about their commitment to promoting national unity and 

highlighting the country's achievements. 

In contrast, papers like The Indian Express have covered the Army Day 

parade to some extent, featuring several visuals of the symbols that can be 

attributed to the Army, including the Brahmos Missile, a combat helmet, and an 

AK-47 gun. However, it is worth noting that all of these were featured in an 

Advertorial and an advertisement, rather than a news article, indicating that the 

paper may be more interested in commercialising the event rather than 

highlighting its significance. 

The Tribune has increased its coverage of the Army Day parade by 40% in 

2023, which is a positive development. The paper earlier had no coverage of the 

parade, but this year it features four pieces on the event. This shows that 

newspapers have the power to change their coverage policies and increase their 

commitment to promoting national unity and awareness. 
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